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   This year, Millennium Art Academy 
students received two recognitions for 
artwork in Congressman Jose E. Serrano's 
annual art competition. First prize went to 
11th grader Priscilla Reyes for her painting 
"Native American Woman.” 

 

 

Native American Woman, by Priscilla Reyes, First Prize 
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 Pray for Nepal 

by Nahidur Rhaman 

   Nepal is a very discouraging 
country at the moment. Nepal 
suffered a huge earthquake on 
April 25, and a second 
earthquake struck on May 12, 
further crippling the nation. 
It’s not easy for a country to 
rebound from a major 
earthquake. The Red Cross 
and other organizations are 
helping the country with 
water, food, and additional 
supplies. In Nepal, the death 
toll is now 8,000, and could 
rise to 10,000. If you would 
like to help and donate to 
Nepal’s relief system, you can 
donate at www.redcross.org or 
www.unicefusa.org. 
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Stevenson Softball Team to 
Go to Playoffs! 

by Carmen Diaz 

   With a record of 9-7, including 
wins over Clinton, Walton, and 
Lehman, and a team of over a 
dozen females, and an outstanding 
coach, the Stevenson softball team 
has made it to this year’s playoffs. 

   This season began in early 
February 2015. Over the past four 
months, the girls have committed 
to the team, working hard and 
making sacrifices. With hard work 
and dedication, the team went 
through three months of practices 
every day, Monday through 
Saturday, working on their skills 
and of course, enjoying the thrill of 
it all. 

   As a team member I can honestly 
say it has been one of the best 
experiences of my life. The loud 
roars of cheers when either my 
teammates or I make a great catch 
or get a nice hit is absolutely 
amazing and rewarding. Ask any 
of the girls yourself! With amazing 
players—Lyric Anate at shortstop, 
Priscilla Reyes at second base, 
Pamela Guerrera as pitcher, 
Danielle Vasquez as catcher, 
Champagne Silva, Kayla Marquez, 
Tiffany Tavares, Mikaela 
Monegro, Azariah White, Dawn 
Cruz, Jennifer Rodriguez, Alexa 
Pineda, and Carmen Diaz in the 
outfield—we are one of the 
loudest, proudest teams you will 
ever see.  

 

Don’t Let the Coyotes Get You! 

by Aiyishia Daugherty 

   I’m sure you’ve heard about the coyotes popping up in 
Central Park. What should you do if you spot one? Here we 
learn about the coyotes: what they hunt, how they hunt, and 
how to avoid being attacked.  

   The coyotes’ scientific name is Canis Latrans, and it is a 
species of canine commonly found throughout North 
America. Its closest relative is the grey wolf, and they’re 
widely distributed throughout even Central and South 
America. Coyotes normally hunt small animals and most 
rodents, and also hunt in packs, very much like wolves. 

   Coyote attacks on humans are actually rare, despite their 
numbers. They’re not yet accustomed to us, so they fear us. 
However, feeding a coyote teaches it to get used to humans, 
and they will depend on us for more food, and associate 
humans with food. The coyotes that had attacked humans in 
the past are said to have been fed by humans.  

   If you encounter a lone coyote, here’s what you should do: 

   Slowly back away while looking directly into the coyote’s 
eyes. Remember, they fear humans. Look away once, 
however, and it may attack.  

   Shout or yell to scare the coyote away. They will also be 
scared if you throw sticks and rocks, or make yourself look 
bigger. You can do this by opening your jacket, or holding a 
book bag over your head. 

Don’t feed the coyotes in the first place!  

If you encounter a pack:  

DO NOT approach them. 

DO NOT stare at any of the coyotes or act threatening 
towards them 

DO make lots of noise and they’ll likely avoid you. They 
prefer to avoid humans.  

If you follow these guidelines, you will probably not be 
bitten. If you do get bitten, seek medical treatment 
immediately. As the old saying goes, “Leave them alone, 
and they’ll leave you alone.”  
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Representatives. There are over 400 
works of art displayed, one per every 
Congressional member. Priscilla will be 
flown with her family member to 
Washington for a reception for all 
national winners. 

Third prize went to 12th grader Hannah 
Arroyo for her piece "Midnight 
Peacock." Her piece will be hung in the 
Congressman's Bronx Office for a year. 

 

 

 

Midnight Peacock, by Hannah Arroyo, 3rd place 

 

Students Shailene Segura and Alicea  Joseph 
had their pieces displayed at the Bronx 
Museum as part of the Bronx Art Festival. 
MAA represented the Castle Hill section.  

 

 

Butterfly, by Andre Ogando King Tut, by Lexi Reyes 
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The Hindu Summer Festival of Ganesh 

by Diana Roopnaraine 

   Have you ever had a birthday and found out 
there’s a holiday on that special day? How cool, 
right? We Hindus have a summer holiday called 
Ganesh Jayanti, which means “Ganesh’s Birthday.” 
He is a Hindu god, the Lord of Wisdom and the 
remover of all obstacles. His large head symbolizes 
the wisdom of the elephant. His large ears sift bad 
from good. Although they hear everything, they 
retain only the good things.  

   Ganesh Jayanti occurs in the Hindu calendar 
month of Bhaadrapada, starting on the shukla 
chaturthi (fourth day of the waxing moon period). 
Ganesh usually occurs in August, but is later this 
year, on September 17. 

   On the festival day, celebrants worship an image 
of Ganesh made of yellow dye and clay. We offer 
him a special preparation made of sesame seeds. 
During worship, we observe a fast in the daytime, 
which is followed by feasting at night. Before we 
observe the rites, we take a bath with water mixed 
with sesame seeds. 

 

 

  

 

    

   

   

    

     

    

    

    

     

    

   

     

Aloo Bhaji, a traditional 
Ganesh food 

4 Potatoes (boiled) 

1 Chopped onion 

2 Chopped green chilies 

1/2 tsp Ginger finely chopped 

1/2 tsp Crushed garlic 

3-4 pinches Turmeric powder 

5 - 6 curry leaves 

1 tsp Lemon juice 

1 tbsp Oil 

1 tbsp Coriander finely chopped 

1/2 tsp Cumin seeds 

1/2 tsp mustard seeds 

• Heat oil in pan, put the mustard 
seeds and cumin seeds and 
allow it to splutter. 

• Add curry leaves, urad dal and 
chopped onions and sauté till 
onions becomes tender. 

• Add the ginger, garlic, chopped 
green chilies and fry for a 
minute. 

• Peel the potatoes, crush them with 
your hands and add to the 
mixture. 

• Add salt, turmeric and lemon juice. 
And let it cook for 1 - 2 mins. 

• Transfer to a bowl, garnish with 
chopped coriander leaves. 

• Your Aloo Bhaji is ready to serve. 
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More Recipes 

Chicken Parmesan 

by Cameron Williams 

Here’s a sequel from my previous recipe. I 
call this Chicken Parmesan. Try this out 
if you like. 

Ingredients:  

4  chicken breast cutlets 

 salt and black pepper 

2 eggs 

olive oil 

1 cup of breadcrumbs 

1 cup of grated parmesan cheese 

¼ cup of olive oil 

2 tablespoon of thin sliced basil leaves 

8 ounces of sliced mozzarella cheese 

chunky tomato sauce 

½  cup of flour 

Directions: 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. 
Line a large rimmed baking 
sheet with aluminum foil and 
lightly spray with non-stick 
cooking spray. 

Working from the center to the 
edges, gently pound each 
chicken breast with a meat 
mallet to 1/4-inch thick. In a 
shallow pie plate, combine the 
eggs and water. In another 
shallow pie plate, combine 
flour, bread crumbs, salt, and 
pepper. 

 

Roll chicken first in the egg mixture and 
then roll in the flour mixture to coat all 
sides. 

Working in two batches, cook the chicken, 
flipping over only once, until the chicken is 
almost cooked through, approximately 3 to 5 
minutes per side. Transfer the cooked 
chicken to the prepared baking sheet. Cook 
the second batch of chicken in the same way. 

When all the chicken is cooked and on the 
baking sheet, sprinkle each chicken piece 
with parmesan cheese and then top evenly 
with the mozzarella cheese slices. 

Bake until the cheese is melted and the 
chicken is cooked through, approximately 5 
minutes. Watch carefully so the cheese 
doesn't brown or burn. 

To serve, top each chicken piece with 
Chunky Tomato Sauce and season with 
additional salt and pepper to taste. 

 
A Healthy Recipe to 

Stay Fit And Active! 

by Julia Flint 

Have you ever wanted to be more healthy 
and fit? Have you ever tried eating a little 
less than usual, or even tried to stop eating 
or drinking sugary foods and drinks? Now 
it’s time to try some new recipes that are 
great for your health. 

Playgroup Granola Bars 

2 cups rolled oats 

¾ cup packed brown sugar 

     

     

      

    

 6 

6 



 

Millennium Voice, Issue 4, Volume 6                                                                             May 2015 

Granola Bars, cont. from p. 6 

½ cup wheat germ 

¾ teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1 cup of all-purpose flour 

¾ cup raisins 

¾ teaspoon salt 

½ cup honey 

1 egg, beaten 

½ vegetable oil 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 

Directions 

1.) Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 
degrees C). Generously grease a 9x10 inch 
baking pan. 

2.) In a large bowl, mix together the oats, 
brown sugar, wheat germ, cinnamon, 
flour, raisins, and salt. Make a well in the 
center, and pour in the honey, egg, oil and 
vanilla. Mix well using your  hands. Pat 
the mixture evenly into the prepared pan. 

3.) Bake for 30 to 35 minutes in the 
preheated oven, until the bars begin to turn 
golden at the edges. Cool for 5 minutes, 
then cut into bars while still warm. Do not 
allow the bars to cool completely before 
cutting, or they will be hard. 

Video Game Review 

“Born by the Blood; Die by the Blood” 

by Tavon Peterson 

   This is the tagline for the newest game by 
From Software. It’s called Bloodborne and it’s 
the newest addition to the Souls series, despite 
not being technically a Souls game. For those of 
you who don’t know, The Souls series consists 
of Demon Souls, Dark Souls, and Dark Souls 2. 
These games are known for their great combat, 
interesting story-telling, and innovative pvp. But 
be warned, this game is not for the casual player. 
Like the other Souls games, it’s notoriously 
difficult, with many features that might upset the 
more casual player, such as no maps, no 
waypoints, no save options, and no difficulty 
options. Those who have played the Souls 
games before will be glad to hear that the creator 
of Dark Souls 1 is back at the wheel, and it 
shows. The enemies are far more interesting 
than “dude in big armor with a big weapon.” 
There’s even a creepy Santa Claus-like creature 
that throws you in a sack and takes you away 
before killing you, taking you to an entirely 
different part of the game.  

   Other changes that should be mentioned are 
healing, pvp, and combat, combat being the 
biggest one. There are no more shields; instead 
you have guns for parrying. They have also 
changed the backstabbing mechanic by making 
you have to charge up before you perform it, 
effectively eliminating backstab fishing. Healing 
is now more like Demon Souls. Bloodborne is 
set in a Gothic England that twists and spins in 
on itself, much like Dark Souls. Like all Souls 
games, the story is rich and deep, but also 
hidden. You can go through the whole game 
and still not know anything or be immersed in a 
story of holy blood, nightly hunts, and massive 
beasts. It’s up to you how much you want to 
know. For those who like the other Souls titles, 
this is a must-buy. But for those who haven’t 
played a Souls game before, buy it if you want a 
hard but fair game. It sells for $60 and is a PS4 
exclusive. 
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Entertainment 

Unfriended 

By Sydne Warren and Azariah Escobar 

   Unfriended opened on April 17, 2015. 
Starring Shelley Hennig as Blaire Lily and 
Will Peltz as Adam Sewell, it was directed 
by Levan Gabriadze. In this horror film, a 
teenager and her friends become the prey of 
an unknown online presence that wants 
revenge for a shaming video that caused a 
classmate to kill herself one year earlier.  

   Unfriended is a mesmerizing movie that 
knows how to create tension and 
atmosphere. This movie has a great 
message, which is that things you do on the 
internet stay there forever. Shelly Hennig as 
Blair holds down the sympathetic lead role 
extremely effectively. Unfriended is easily 
one of the best horror movies of the last 
few years. 

 

 
 

Furious 7 

by Susan Hawkins and Trevor Allen 

 
   Furious 7 was released April 3, 2015, 
and is an action/drama film, the seventh 
of eight movies to be released. This movie 
series has been filled with all different 
types of emotions. This franchise has made 
all the actors and actresses one big family. 
As we all know, Paul Walker died in the 
middle of making this movie, but they 
pulled it off with Paul’s brother, Cody 
Walker. This movie is about Deckard 
Shaw, who seeks revenge against Dominic 
Toretto, his family, and his comatose 
brother. This movie has a lot of action in 
it; it is one of the best movies of this year 
so far, grossing over 1 billion dollars. The 
movie is a tribute to Paul Walker. One of 
the famous quotes in the movie from Paul 
Walker is: “if one day the speed kills me, 
do not cry, because I was smiling.” One of 
the many reasons to see this movie is in 
memory of Paul Walker. 

 

 

 

Hip Hop News 

by Jordan Cottrell 

   On May 6, 2015, the artist and 
songwriter Chris Brown had an 
unexpected surprise at his home when he 
returned from a trip to Las Vegas. 

Hip Hop News, cont. 

Her name is Amira Kodcia Ayeb; she was found 
naked in Chris Brown’s bed. She also spray-
painted her name on all of his cars. TMZ reports 
that she thinks she is Brown’s wife. She has been 
arrested for breaking and entering and 
vandalizing his vehicles. She is currently being 
held on a $50,000 bail. 
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Marilyn Rodiguez 

 

Suley Ayala 
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Ms. Blau 

Mr. Ouimet 
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